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The material in this monograph is, with a few changes, the same as that which appeared in Brauer s Beitrage
zur Tuberkulose, Band XXII, Heft 1, 1912. It represents original observations made by the author during the past
three years. The observations and practical suggestions here recorded are based on several thousand physical
examinations. They have been carefully tested and checked by other methods of diagnosis. The author gives
them to the medical profession in this form at the earnest solicitation of many of his colleagues, hoping that
they may prove of value in furthering diagnosis, especially of intrathoracic diseases; and particularly hoping
that the appreciation of the early changes in the muscles covering the apex and in the diaphragm may aid in
the early diagnosis of tuberculosis. Should the practical suggestions herein made fail to furnish the aid in
clinical diagnosis for which the author hopes, he still believes that the theoretical considerations presented may
be of value to the profession. The facts herein presented are not wholly new. Many of the principles and
conditions have been previously described. The author only claims originality in that he has worked them out
as an independent observer and has made application of them which had not heretofore been made. The
importance of this work does not rest with that which is written here, but lies in the far-reaching effect which it
may have on diagnosis as a...
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