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Overthrow the Monroe Doctrine and Establish a Despotism on This Continent The fact that our veterans are
returning to their homes to pursue their more congenial pursuits, after having successfully resisted the attempt
to subvert their Government; having maintained the Federal Union as it was, its basis unaltered in any respect,
and our Federal Constitution unchanged, save in the amendment which forbids slavery within the Union; whilst
it is taken as a matter of course here, because we know that any other result would be impossible, must
revolutionize European opinion as to the instability of the Federal republican system. In the end, therefore, our
own country will not alone be indebted for its freedom to the valor and patriotism of the noble band we greet
here to-day with thanks and blessings. | feel how feeble any words are to express the deep feeling which not
only pervades this assembly, but which lives in the hearts and speaks in the eyes of every lover of the human
family throughout this world, towards any man who has borne arms in this cause for the love of it. To their
unexampled bravery, to their patient labor, to their endurance of cold and heat, hunger and thirst, to their
sufferings from wounds and disease, do we owe it, under God s providence, that we have not now, and possibly
in perpetuity, a divided and distracted country, and, consequent thereon, the introduction here of that accursed
European system of mercenary standing armies, in whose presence...
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