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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Notes on Strategy and Logistics Introduction. The
profession of arms. - In the intercourse of the human race there are conflicts of interest which, if these be
paramount, end in war. War is, therefore, a condition: it cannot be concisely defined and the many definitions
proposed are elusive and vexing. He who follows the profession of arms need not concern himself with them.
For him it is enough to known that disputes between the most cultivated nations are settled ultimately by war
and that success in the field establishes the standing of a people. He is familiar with the depressing story of
nations sinking to decay when, in the pursuit of luxury and gain, they had lost the agressiveness which, wisely
trained, defends that which is good and repels that which is evil; an agressiveness from which the noblest
virtues have arisen. Armies. - War, indeed, has been oHen savage and soldiers have been brutal: but in human
aIairs, whether in church or state, nothing has escaped the ferment of development. The same influences have
modified and tempered warfare which are always at work to purify and elevate. The love of power and the
fascination of conquest, once mainsprings of conflict, are now disreputable, and no power may employ its
armed forces with these motives however well disguised. An army has become as much a conservator of peace
as it is and has always been an instrument of war. Even the reproach that is an aggregation of non-workers
which contributes nothing to the common wealth must fall since humane and enlightened methods have made
of the army a school of the officer a teacher and...
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