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was born in the town of St Just, Dept. Oise, France, on February
28, 1743.1 In his childhood his religious bent found expression in
frequent attendance at the simple services of the village church,
whither he may perhaps have been attracted partly by his
natural love of music. His assiduity was remarked by the prior of
an abbey of Premonstrants near the village who, after having
taken occasion to talk with him several times, became impressed
with the liveliness of his intelligence, and had him given some
lessons by certain of the monks. Believing that he would prove
worthy of any assistance that might be afforded him to secure
better educational advantages than he could hope for in his
native village, the prior suggested to the boy s mother that she
take him for a while to Paris, where, by means of letters of
recommendation,...
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