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indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .father thought that Agassiz was neglecting all the natural and proper
aids which past time had placed at the service of human youth. And then, what a new kind of professor Agassiz
was in this old town! He had none of the regular habits of the traditional Harvard professor. He did not even
wear the characteristic black clothes. He would cross the College Yard any day of the week, at any hour of the
day, in a soft, grey felt hat, smoking a cigar when to smoke in the College Yard was a grave offence. He never
went to church. Sunday was his day of rest, but he did not take it in the New England fashion. His mode of
lecturing was unexampled among us. His conception of the duty of a professor to investigate, to discover, to
collect, we had only noticed faintly in a few exceptional American teachers. Those methods had been
introduced in small measure among us; but those were the prime ideas of Agassiz as a professor and a teacher.
There were but two pitiful little collections in the possession of the University when Agassiz first came here, --a
collection of minerals, imperfect, small, and never properly arranged, and the beginnings of a botanic garden
and herbarium. The idea of making great collections of natural history objects hardly existed among us; we
had hardly aspired to such collections. And then, he raised such astonishing sums of money for these new
subjects of...
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