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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .enough among my brethren of the Convention to render such criticism
upon me worthless, it would be quite useless in me to say anything in reply to them. But | am here to ask
gentlemen solemnly to consider this one simple fact: --There are six hundred millions of dollars that the people
of this Commonwealth have invested in railroad property, and we are to be gravely told that that six hun dred
millions of dollars worth of property not only has no right to a voice upon this floor, not only has no right to
consideration upon this floor, but that every gentleman who, from the accident of his business relations or
other circumstances in life, may be supposed to have acquired peculiar knowledge on the subject, is to be
regarded with distrust whenever he alludes to this subject. This large in terest in this Commonwealth is to be
handed over to a com mittee of gentlemen, for whom, personally, | entertain the profoundest possible respect,
but who, | must say, with profound deference to our distinguished President, seem to have been selected not
only because they were not acquaint ed with the particular subject committed to.them, but be cause, by their
past walk and conversation, they stood com mitted to a position hostile to it. And therefore it has come to pass
that a crude result, not founded upon experience, nor upon knowledge of the subject, a result founded largely
upon hostility to the in...
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