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other conceptions of needs or desires of people Can economic factors be used in the decision making process to
control location and direction of development of space for Mans needs Since the rise of plant and animal life on
this planet, species have developed, flourished and died. Urbanization threatens irreversible changes in flora
and fauna or other changes considered detrimental to the quality of the environment. How can undesirable
trends be halted or reversed In economic terms, if it is to the benefit of the public that certain biosystems be
maintained in present or improved condition without further encroachment or change, what is the publics
responsibility for monetary and other losses to the owners of lands and areas involved and how are these costs
to be levied One example of the problems that face us in our interactions with the natural environment may be
drawn from the wetlands of many of the coastal regions of the Nation. The land-water interrelationship in
many locations consist of a marsh-estuary that is considerably unlike either the terrestrial or the ocean
environment. These regions are notably rich in nutrient materials for most of the valuable fisheries, shellfish,
and organisms within the marine ecosystem. Concurrently, they loom as major potential land development
sites for homes, airports, highways, industry and other uses, economically valuable because of their proximity
to urban areas and access to the recreation and amenities afforded by their waterfront locations. To be able to
put in perspective the consequences of potential land...
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