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Bloomsbury Publishing PLC. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, That Was the Church That Was: How
the Church of England Lost the English People, Andrew Brown, Linda Woodhead, The Church of England still
seemed an essential part of Englishness, and even of the British state, when Mrs Thatcher was elected in 1979.
Empire had given way to post-war Britain, a society rationally organized for the good of all, and run by men in
heavy-framed spectacles. The welfare state had been in many ways a creation of the Church of England:
several of its architects were devout Anglicans. Later, Evangelicals and New Age Christians would follow and
make their mark as would successive Archbishops such as Rowan Williams and Justin Welby, contrasting
characters both. Yet the closing decades of the twentieth century saw a seismic shift in the foundations of the
Church of England, ultimately leading to the loss of more than half its members and much of its influence.
Despite this collapse even in the twenty-first century the English still largely believe in God and most still call
themselves Christians. So what went wrong, and how? This book tells the dramatic and contentious story of the
disappearance of the Church of England from the centre of public life. The authors - religious correspondent
Andrew Brown and academic Linda Woodhead - watched this closely, one from the inside and one from the
outside. That Was the Church, That Was shows what happened and explains why.
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