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Through the windows of the palace large forests of masts of an immense fleet were visible, while the cold wind
was moaning, sending now and then to the windows hail, snow and rain. The door suddenly flew open, a
dashing and handsome man, above forty, with a scar on his forehead, in a military dress covered with
numerous decorations, entered the room, and in a moment the beautiful lady with the little girl were in his
arms. The gentleman was evidently much attached to both, because he petted them alternately, and while
giving kisses to the elder lady, took the little girl on his knees. Vhy do you come so late to-day? the little girl said
to the military gentleman, playing with his orders. Do you know, added she, that to-day is my dear Mamma s
birth-day, who loves you so much, and whom you love also? Unforeseen circumstances detained me longer to-
day in visiting the fleet than | expected, my darling, answered, the gentleman. And what are these
circumstances which caused Mamma so much trouble and uneasiness, and made Mamma to weep after you,
pray tell me? You are too little, my darling, to know everything. When you shall be old enough to have a
husband, | will tell you many things. Then if | am not old enough to have a husband, Mamma is. Marry my
Mamma, marry her to-day, and let us...
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